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Dear Parent / Guardian,

| am writing to you as a parent or guardian of a year 11 student. When we return after Christmas, your
child will have 14 school weeks until their first GCSE examination. To put this into context, this roughly
equates to 54 English, Maths and Science lessons or 30 lessons in all other subjects.

Since returning in September, as a school, we have provided every student a revision book for all their
subjects, revision equipment, study skills workshops, a PGL revision weekend, Lunch time study sessions,
period 6 for four nights a week, Saturday school every week and half term revision. This is in addition to
all the other work that takes place in school for example every student has a staff mentor. We have also
run two parents’ evenings which have been well attended by yourselves. This attendance has shown the
strong partnership that has developed between school and home and | want to thank you for that support.

However, despite the extra time staff are putting into planning and delivering sessions, the attendance at
Saturday and period 6 has been somewhat disappointing. Data analysis over the past two years form
mocks and actual GCSE results show that those who attend extra revision or catchup achieve in line with
their targets and higher than those students who don’t attend. It is also known that students whose
attendance to school is below 92%, on average achieve a grade less than they should. Given what we
know about achievement, the final term of your child’s education is crucial to putting in place the
foundations to the rest of their life. Not making the most of it now, closes doors and makes it harder in
higher and further education. Support from home at this time is important — this means making sure your
child attends everything on offer and completes all homework set by teachers. At parents evenings, the
support has been positive as mentioned above, however, outside of those evenings, that support is not
being realised.

Having now completed a term and evaluating the engagement of students, we have taken the decision to
extend the school day for year 11 after Christmas. School will finish for year 11 at 4pm Monday to Thursday
and 3pm on a Friday. The lessons they are involved in will be targeted and as a result of the detailed
analysis undertaken by teaching staff from the mock exams. Every lesson will deliberately target skills and
knowledge that your child has not been able to show in the exams. These lessons will change after 4
weeks. This will allow lessons to remain targeted and give that extra time that is required to fill the gaps
in your child’s learning.

Students have also asked for a further PGL weekend. | am looking into this to run after the next round of
mocks, which run after February half term, in readiness for the GCSE exams. However, this weekend is of
great financial cost to the school and therefore | also need to see the engagement from students on a daily
basis — attending school 100% of the time, attending
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Saturday school, completing homework etc. In addition to all this, we will be re-running our study skills
workshops on the 6% January, and are sourcing resilient workshops to help students begin to cope with
the stress that these exams will bring.

GCSE examinations are never easy, irrespective of your ability. Every student will have different stresses
and worries, recognising that is important, and as a school, we have and will continue to put every measure
in place to ensure that your child is fully ready to sit their exams in the summer. As a parent / guardian,
we ask that you ensure your child takes up all that is offered. Every day that goes by, every day not in
school cannot be gained back, and as | tell the students, a day off could mean a piece of knowledge that
they require to answer a question on the actual exam paper —that 1 mark could be the difference between
one grade and the next.

The table below shows you the subjects being delivered on Saturday up until the Easter break:

Date Subject
Saturday 10th January History
Saturday 17th January English
Saturday 24th January Maths
Saturday 31st January English/Art
Saturday 7th February Comp/DT/Geog
Saturday 28th February Music/ Science
Saturday 7th March RE

Saturday 14th March Comp/DT/Geog
Saturday 21st March Maths

I look forward to working closely together over the next term and helping your child be the best that they

can be.

Yours faithfully.

=

Miss Freeman

Headteacher
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