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1. Introduction 
 

Blessed Carlo Acutis Catholic and Church of England Academy is a fully inclusive, faith-
centred school based in Runcorn and part of St Joseph Catholic Multi Academy Trust. 
 
Building on the school’s successful track record and in partnership with Halton Borough 
Council, in October 2025, Blessed Carlo submitted an expression of interest to the Council 
following their publication of the Halton SEN sufficiency strategy. This strategy sets out the 
future of SEN provision across the borough. Our proposal was for Blessed Carlo Acutisto 
offer an additional 20 places to support children with a SEN need as part of our mainstream 
offering. 
 
This expansion is an important part of Halton Borough Council’s plans to make sure there 
are enough places for children who need extra support. It will offer 20 places for student 
with an SEN need in either SEMH or speech and language – both of which are a growing need 
across the country as well as the borough. 
 
The provision addresses the future plans of the government as set out in the White Paper 
(Feb 26) by providing a specialist base within our current Inclusion base. 
 
We have secured funding to improve and replace some of the resources in the Inclusion 
base, to ensure the best possible learning environment for students. Using this investment, 
we will create spaces and a curriculum which meets the individual needs of all learners, 
allowing them to be successful and go on to further study. 
 

2. Consultation Methodology 
The overall aim of the consultation process was to ensure that everyone who has a stake in 
the decision to open the SEN Inclusion Base had the opportunity to hear about the plans 
and to share their views.   

The objectives of the process were to: 

• Provide relevant background information for stakeholders; 
• Explain the reasons for the proposal; 
• Provide significant opportunity for feedback; 
• Answer questions raised. 

  



4 
 

The principles laid down by the project team for the consultation were that it should be: 

• An open and transparent process; 
• Accessible to all stakeholders in terms of: 

o The language used (jargon-free wherever possible and acronyms fully 
explained); 

o Being well-publicised.  

A variety of media were used to consult including: 

• Direct letters; 
• Dedicated email address for queries; 
• A publicised drop-in session at the school; 
• Online survey. 

 
2.1 Direct letters 

 
Letters introducing the consultation were sent to the following groups and a sample letter 
is included in Appendix 1. 
 

Stakeholder Group Number of letters sent 
Parents/Carers 340 
Staff 54 
Headteachers of schools local to Blessed Carlo 22 
Governors 2 

 
 
2.2 Survey 
 
A survey was created in Microsoft Forms and used as a tool to provide everyone with an 
opportunity to have their say and to gauge reaction to the proposal.  The survey questions 
can be found in Appendix 2. 
  
2.3 Staff meetings  
 
Staff were advised of the proposal during a staff meeting on 2nd February 2026..  A letter has 
also been shared with staff providing them with the opportunity to give feedback. 
 
2.4 Local Authority consultation 
 
The proposed Inclusion Base opening has been done in full partnership with Halton Borough 
Council.  The letter of support is attached to this report as Appendix 3. 
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3. Overview of the Feedback received 
 

Engagement Method Details 
Emails to 
consultation@blessedca.sjcmat.co.uk 

One email received from a local Headteacher 
offering full support to the proposal. 

Attendance at publicised drop in 
session 

No attendees attended the session. 

Questions through the online survey 2 responses were received, both in support of 
the proposal. 

 
3.1 Survey   
We received 2 completed surveys online.  A summary of responses is detailed below: 

 

 

4. Conclusion and Recommendations 
Due to the low number of responses received, despite significant opportunity for feedback 
being given, the conclusion that can be drawn is that there are no apparent legitimate 
reasons why Blessed Carlo should not proceed with the plans to submit a Significant 
Change Business Case to the Department for Education to open a 20 place Inclusion Base 
at the school.   

Following the completion of the consultation period it is recommended that: 

• Blessed Carlo proceed with the significant change application 
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• A robust communication plan is in place and a range of media are used to further 
inform/update stakeholders of the outcome of the application and the plans moving 
forward for the school. 
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5. List of Appendices 
 

Appendix 1 Sample consultation letter 
 

  
Appendix 2 
  

2a Online survey 

  
 

Appendix 3 Letter of support 
 

 


