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Blessed Carlo Acutis Catholic and Church of England Academy is a fully inclusive, faith centered, welcoming

Christian community guided by the example of Jesus Christ. We work together in order to nurture, value, and

support all members of our school family. We promote loving, respectful relationships, lasting friendships
filled with laughter and a secure learning environment for all staff and students. Together we will seek to

realise our potential with pride, ambition and positivity.

Our Mission Statement

At Blessed Carlo Acutis we are nurtured to be originals, to have respect for all and flourish to be the best that

we can be.

For we are all one in Christ Jesus
Our Values

O Responsus
O Respicio
O Perseverantia



https://blessedca.co.uk/
tel:01928%20564%20106

Compliance

This policy complies with the statutory requirement laid out in the SEND Code of Practice 0 — 25 and has been
written with reference to the following guidance and documents:

Equality Act 2010: advice for schools DfE Feb 2013
SEND Code of Practice 0 — 25

Schools SEN Information Report Regulations (2014)
UNICEF Convention of the Rights of the Child
Keeping Children Safe in Education (2024)

Children and Families Act 2014
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Introduction

Blessed Carlo Acutis Catholic and Church of England Academy is dedicated to meeting the diverse needs of all
its students, adopting a comprehensive approach to supporting those with special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND). We strive to create inclusive learning environments that cater to various learning styles and
ensure all students have access to meaningful educational opportunities. By setting appropriate learning
challenges and addressing barriers to learning, we support students in reaching their full potential.

Our SEND provision is led by the Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo) and the SEND Team, adhering
to Department for Education (DfE) guidelines and statutory obligations outlined in the Special Educational
Needs and Disability Code of Practice (2014) and the Disability Discrimination Act (2010).

Definitions of Special Educational Needs and/or a Disability (SEND) taken from section 20 of the Children and
Families Act 2014. A young person has a SEND (Special Educational Need or Disability) if they have a learning
difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them.

A young person of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if they:
a) Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age; or

b) Have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind
generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions.

A young person under compulsory school age has special educational needs if they fall within the definition at
(a) or (b) above or would do so if special educational provision was not made for them. A young person must
not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because their home language or form is different from
the language they will be taught.



More details about the Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice can be found on the
Department for Education’s website:

https://www.gov.uk/children-with-special-educational-needs

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/SENDd-code-of-practice-0-to-25

‘Easy Read’ guides can also be accessed via https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-support-easy-

read-guide-for-parents

Special educational provision at Blessed Carlo Acutis involves targeted interventions that are in addition to
wave one support provided to all our students. We follow a graduated response process, involving external
experts when necessary, and regularly reviewing student progress, personalising targets, and managing the
provision of services in line with the SEND Code of Practice and DfE guidance.
https://www.education.gov.uk/schools/pupilsupport/sen

The responsibility for implementing this SEND policy has been delegated by the Headteacher and the local
governing body to the SENCo, who reports regularly to the Headteacher and the governor responsible for
SEND. The SENCo also serves as the Ethnic Minority Achievement (EMA) Coordinator, ensuring the inclusion
and achievement of students with English as an additional language (EAL) and other vulnerable ethnic minority
groups.

In addition, the Designated Teacher for Looked After Children, Mr. Stichbury, oversees the inclusion and
progress of students who are adopted or in the care of the local authority.

All staff at Blessed Carlo Acutis share the responsibility for ensuring the success and opportunity of vulnerable
learners, as every teacher is also a teacher of students with special educational needs and EAL. Staff
demonstrate a positive, supportive attitude towards these students, and the school seeks guidance from the
local authority to support EAL students.

The Children and Families Act (2014) mandates schools to have arrangements in place for students with
medical conditions. At Blessed Carlo Acutis, we collaborate with healthcare professionals, including the School
Nurse, medical specialists, in addition to gathering initial information from parents or carers. This helps us to
assess risks, manage any potential disruptions, and maintain a stable learning environment for both the
affected student and their classmates.

Further details regarding support for students with medical conditions can be found in our Medical Policy.
Rationale

At Blessed Carlo Acutis Church of England and Catholic Academy, we are committed to ensuring that all
students, regardless of their individual needs, achieve their full potential. This is achieved by recognising and


https://www.gov.uk/children-with-special-educational-needs
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/SENDd-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-support-easy-read-guide-for-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-support-easy-read-guide-for-parents
https://www.education.gov.uk/schools/pupilsupport/sen

addressing the diverse needs of our students and providing them with the necessary support to overcome any

barriers to learning. Our approach is inclusive and aims to provide opportunities for all students to succeed,

both academically and personally.

This school is committed to inclusivity and holds high expectations for the success of students with SEND. In
line with the SEND Code of Practice (2015) for individuals aged 0-25, the school ensures the following:
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Aim

Every student is entitled to an education that promotes progress and growth.

All students have access to a broad, balanced curriculum that meets their learning needs.

Teachers are expected to set high standards for every student, regardless of their prior achievements.
Teachers use appropriate assessments to set ambitious goals, identifying and addressing potential
challenges early on.

Students with SEND are able to fully participate in the National Curriculum.

Teachers are accountable for the progress and development of all students in their class, including
those receiving additional support from teaching assistants or specialist staff.

The school views high-quality teaching, tailored to individual needs, as the primary response to
supporting students with or are suspected to have SEND.

The school routinely reviews the quality of teaching for all students, with a focus on those who may be
at risk of underachievement.

At Blessed Carlo Acutis, our goal is to continually raise the aspirations and expectations for all students,

including those with Special Educational Needs. We emphasize achieving meaningful outcomes for children

and young people, rather than simply focusing on the amount of support or provision provided.

Objectives of the Policy

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

Identify students who require SEN support as early as possible in their school journey.

Keep parents of SEND students fully informed about their child's progress and achievements.

Ensure all students have access to a broad, balanced, and meaningful curriculum.

Provide an accessible curriculum that meets each student's unique needs and abilities.

Encourage SEND students to participate fully in all aspects of school life.

Involve SEND students, whenever possible, in decisions regarding their future support and provision.
Ensure full equitability for all our children with SEND.

Our SEND provision is guided by the following principles:

v

v

A whole school approach: We believe that every teacher is a teacher of SEND students and therefore
the responsibility of SEND provision lies with all staff.

The involvement of students and parents in decision-making: We recognize the importance of
involving parents and students in the planning and reviewing of SEND provision.



v A partnership approach: We work closely with external agencies to ensure that students receive the
necessary support to overcome their difficulties.

v High expectations for all students: We have high expectations for all students, including those with
SEND, and believe that with the right support, all students can achieve their potential.

Responsibilities for Coordinating SEND Provision

The Headteacher is responsible for overseeing the overall provision for students with SEND.
The Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo) is responsible for managing the daily provision and
education for students with SEND.

The SEND Link Governor is tasked with monitoring the quality and effectiveness of education for students with
SEND.

Arrangements for Coordinating SEND Provision
The SENCo will maintain records of all SEND support, including provision maps, student profiles, structured
conversations, and subject-specific targets for individual students.

All staff can access:

v' The SEND Policy.

v" A copy of the SEND Register and supporting documents to share information about a young person and
their needs.

v" Guidance on identification in the Code of Practice (SEN Support and young persons with Education,
Health and Care Plans).

v Information on individual student special educational needs, including Student Support Plans; practical
advice, teaching strategies, and information about types of special educational needs and disabilities,
information on SEND provision, individual students and their special needs and requirements.

v Information is available through the Halton Local SEND Offer.

v Information is available through the school’s SEND Information Report.

Through consultation with the young person and parents, every staff member will have complete and up-to-
date information about all students with special needs and their requirements which will enable them to
personalize learning and provision specifically.

Identification, Assessment and Provision



At Blessed Carlo Acutis, the purpose of identifying special educational needs is to determine the most effective
course of action, rather than categorizing students into specific needs. We focus on understanding the overall
needs of the child, considering their holistic development, not just their special educational requirements. We
adopt a graduated approach to identifying and supporting students with SEND. This is in line with the SEN
Code of Practice (2014).

Identification: We use a range of methods to identify students with SEN, including observations, assessments,
and information from parents and previous schools. We aim to identify SEN as early as possible to provide the
appropriate support. This may be done by:

v’ analyzing data, including transition and entry profiles, SAT scores, CAT scores, reading ages, and
overall student progress data from the school.

<

Implementing classroom-based assessment and monitoring arrangements, following a cycle of
planning, action, and review.

Addressing parental concerns promptly.

Tracking the progress of individual students over time.

Coordinating with feeder primary schools during the transfer process.

Gathering information from previous schools.

Collecting data from other services.
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Maintaining a provision map for all vulnerable learners, clearly identifying students receiving
additional SEN support funded by the school’s budget or High Needs funding. This provision map is
updated each term through meetings involving teachers, teaching assistants, and the SENCo.

v" Conducting more in-depth individual assessments, when necessary, which may include a variety of
commercially available assessments selected to provide relevant and useful insights into a
student’s needs. This may also involve bilingual assessments if English is not the student’s first
language.

v Engaging with an external agency when there is a suspicion of significant special educational needs.

Assessment: Once a student has been identified as having SEN, we carry out further assessments to determine
the nature and extent of their difficulties. This helps us to plan the most effective support for the students.

Provision: The support provided for students with SEN is tailored to their individual needs and may include in-
class support, small group work, or one-to-one interventions. We regularly review the support provided to
ensure that it is effective and make any necessary adjustments.

To ensure consistent and ongoing progress in SEND provision, the school actively seeks feedback from staff,
parents, and young people throughout the year.

The effectiveness of intervention programs is monitored and reported annually to ensure they effectively
address young people's needs and help close achievement gaps.

Factors (other than SEND) that may impact on progress and attainment:



Attendance and Punctuality

Health and Welfare

EAL

Being in receipt of Pupil Premium Grant
Being a Looked After Child

Being a child of Serviceman/woman
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A Graduated Approach to SEN

The process of placing a student on the SEN register will only begin if the student is not making sufficient
progress despite quality first teaching, interventions, and adjustments. Teachers are responsible and
accountable for the progress and development of all students in their class, including those who receive
support from teaching assistants or specialist staff.

High-quality teaching, tailored to individual needs, is the first step in addressing the requirements of students
with special educational needs. Additional support cannot substitute for effective teaching.

At Blessed Carlo Acutis, we regularly review the quality of teaching for all students, particularly those at risk of
underachievement. This review includes enhancing teachers’ understanding of strategies to identify and
support vulnerable students, as well as their knowledge of SEN. The SENCo, along with teachers, will gather
comprehensive information about the child, examining their progress in relation to national data and expected
outcomes.

If a student demonstrates high levels of need, we will arrange for specialized assessments from external
agencies and professionals as necessary.

The decision to place students on the code of practice will follow a cycle of assess, plan, do, and review. We
will assess the student’s needs by engaging parents, teachers, specialists, and most importantly, the student
themselves. After assessment, we will create a plan involving all parties, which will be shared with the
student’s teachers and reviewed by the SENCo three times a year, or more frequently if required. Parents and
students will be included in this process at every stage.

Managing Student Needs
STAGE 1

Quality first teaching is well-adapted to meet the needs of all learners, including the use of small group
interventions where appropriate. All vulnerable learners will be included on a whole-school provision map.

Every learner will have access to quality first teaching. Some vulnerable learners may benefit from carefully
adapted activities or approaches directly linked to the school curriculum. These adaptations are part of our



good practice aimed at making teaching and learning accessible for students who learn at different rates. This
group may include underachieving students identified by the school as needing to make accelerated progress,
but they are not exclusively students with special educational needs. This represents adaptations to the
standard school curriculum rather than a special intervention for students with SEN.

All vulnerable learners will be documented on a whole-school provision map, which outlines and monitors all
additional interventions across the school. This provision map enables the school to:

v’ Strategically plan to meet identified needs and track provision.

Audit the alignment of provision with needs.

Identify gaps in provision.

Highlight repetitive or ineffective use of resources.

[llustrate to all staff how support is allocated.

Inform parents, the local authority, external agencies, and Ofsted about resource deployment.
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Focus on both whole-school learning and teaching issues as well as individual needs, serving as a
crucial tool for self-evaluation.

STAGE 2 SEN SUPPORT

Students will receive additional SEN support when their needs require intervention that is “additional to” or
“different from” the well-adapted curriculum offered to all students in the school, meaning they have a special
educational need as defined by the SEN Code of Practice (2014).

Underachieving students and those with English as an Additional Language (EAL) who do not have SEN will not
be included on the list of students receiving additional SEN support, although they will be documented on the
separate list to ensure full staff awareness.

Similar to all vulnerable learners, the interventions for students on the SEN list will be identified and tracked
using the whole-school provision map.

It may be determined that a very small number of students on the SEN list will require additional High Needs
funding. An application for this funding will need to be submitted to the Local Authority to ensure their
underlying special educational needs are addressed. This is especially relevant when external agencies have
been involved in assessing the student or contributing to their provision. If the school can demonstrate that
more than £6,000 above the Average Weighted Student Unit (AWSU) has been, or will need to be, spent on a
student within any financial year to meet their special educational needs, an application will be made to the
Local Authority, with attention to the success criteria and SEN Descriptors outlined in the Local Offer.

STAGE 3 EDUCATIONAL HEALTH AND CARE PLAN



If a young person has lifelong or significant difficulties, they may undergo a Statutory Assessment Process,
typically requested by the education setting but it is also possible at the request of a parent. This assessment
is necessary when the complexity of the young person’s needs or a lack of clarity around those needs indicates
that a multi-agency approach is required for assessment, planning provision, and identifying resources.

The application for an Education, Health, and Care Plan (EHCP) will include information from various sources,
including:

v" Young person
Parents
Teachers
SENCo

Social Care
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Health Professionals

Information will be collected regarding the current provision, action points that have been taken, and
preliminary outcomes of the targets set. A group of professionals from education, health, and social care will
decide whether the young person is eligible for an EHCP. Parents have the right to appeal if a decision is made
not to initiate a statutory assessment leading to an EHCP.

Further information on our waves of intervention at Blessed Carlo Acutis, can be found on our SEND Information
Report

For further information about EHCPs, please visit the Halton Local Authority ‘SEND Local Offer’

https://localoffer.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/ or contact the Halton SENDIASS SENDpartnership@halton.gov.uk 0151
511 7733.

a) If the Statutory Assessment concludes that the young person’s needs are not met by the standard support
available, Halton LEA will issue an EHC Plan. The college and the young person's parents will collaborate in the
development of this plan, which must be completed within 20 weeks from the time an EHC Plan is deemed
necessary to when a draft is produced.

b) Parents have the right to challenge (appeal) the content of the EHC Plan and may also contest the choice of
school if it differs from their preference.

c) Once the EHC Plan is finalized, it will be included in the young person’s official record and reviewed at least
once a year by staff, parents, and the young person themselves. This annual review provides an opportunity to
evaluate the support provided and, if needed, make adjustments such as increasing or decreasing the level of
assistance.

Criteria for Exiting the SEN Register


mailto:SENDpartnership@halton.gov.uk

Student progress is monitored on an ongoing basis. If students demonstrate adequate progress without
additional support, parents or guardians will be invited to discuss the possibility of removing them from the
SEN register. Should a student be exited from the register, parents will receive written confirmation, and the
student will continue to be closely monitored to ensure they maintain expected progress.

Working in Partnership
Parents and Carers

We believe parents and carers play a crucial role in supporting their child’s education and work with them to
ensure that their child receives the best possible support. We keep parents and carers informed about their
child’s progress and involve them in decisions about their child’s SEN provision.

External Agencies

When a student’s needs may be needed more than school alone, we will refer to specialist services and
external agencies for their support and collaboration.

Other Schools / Education Settings

Transition is planned carefully with the involvement of the Head of Year 7 and SENCo. We meet with the
primary school SENCo and Year 6 teacher. This gives Blessed Carlo Acutis School the full picture of support for
our new students. Our SENCo, or a member of the SEN team, may arrange a visit to the primary school to
observe a student and discuss their needs with the staff.

Year 5s and Year 6s from local primary schools are invited to visit Blessed Carlo Acutis for taster days to
prepare them for starting high school. SEND students may be offered additional sessions to help with
transition and build relationships with key staff before students even start with us.

For Post-16 transition, school offers regular careers appointments to support students in their decision
making. Our SENCo will also liaise closely to continue supporting students with SEND and ensure a thorough
handover is completed ready to give our students the best chance of success.

Supporting Learners with Medical Conditions

The Supporting Children with Medical Conditions Policy (available on the school website) details the provision
available in our school to support students with medical needs. Some children with medical conditions may be
disabled and where this is the case the school will comply with its duties under the Equality Act 2010. Some



may also have special educational needs (SEN) and may have an EHCP which brings together health and social
care needs, as well as their special educational provision and the SEND Code of Practice (2014).

Where a student requires a high level of support in this area, an Individual Health Care Plan is written in
partnership with the relevant medical professionals, parents/carers, the student and school.

There are several First Aiders in school. The school is equipped with 4 defibrillators.

Staff training is planned and delivered for managing students’ specific medical needs when necessary.
All staff receive annual Asthma and Allergy Training along with other courses suitable to the needs where
appropriate.

Monitoring and Reviewing Progress

The progress of students with SEN is monitored regularly to ensure that the support provided is effective. We
use a range of methods to monitor progress, including assessments, observations, and feedback from
teachers, parents, and the students themselves. We review the SEN provision regularly and make any
necessary adjustments to ensure that it meets the needs of the students.

The continuous monitoring and evaluation of our provision for all learners is conducted through various
methods, including:

Classroom observations

Learning walks

Ongoing assessments of progress made by intervention groups

Work sampling

Review of planning

Teacher feedback

Student questionnaires and interviews

Tracking student progress using assessment data (whole-school processes)
Attendance records
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Regular meetings to discuss student progress among the SENCo, progress leaders, curriculum leaders,
Senior Leadership Team, and the Headteacher

<

The Headteacher’s report to parents and governors.

<

Staff Training and Development

Staff Training



We are committed to ensuring that all staff have the knowledge and skills necessary to support students with
SEN. We provide regular training for staff on SEN issues and encourage staff to undertake further professional
development in this area.

The SENCo has the following qualifications:

o BA (Hons) Education with QTS
o National Award in SEN Coordination Postgraduate Diploma.
All staff, teaching and non-teaching, have regular training and are kept updated regarding SEND issues.

Our SENCo works alongside individual teachers to support with their specific needs.

All members of staff have received the following training:
v" Regular updates on students with SEN and the strategies to use to support them best.
v" Weekly ‘SEND Snapshots’ training information for SEND and Teaching and Learning.
v Supporting reading across the curriculum for all abilities.
v

Adaptive Teaching.

Our Teaching Assistants will continue to access ongoing training and support relevant to the students they
are supporting. Where a training need is identified we will find a provider who is able to deliver it.

New teachers and teaching assistants have a one-to-one meeting with the SENCo in their first half-term.

Accessibility

When students are underachieving or identified as having special educational needs, the school addresses
these additional needs through various methods, often using a combination of strategies to meet individual
targets. These include:

v" Adapted tasks as part of quality first teaching

<\

Providing limited small group withdrawal sessions, carefully monitored to ensure curriculum
entitlement remains intact

Offering individual support within the classroom or through withdrawal sessions

Providing bilingual support and access to translated materials

Further differentiating resources to suit individual needs
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Implementing study buddies and cross-age tutoring opportunities.

For more information about the school site and its Accessibility Plan, please visit:
https://blessedca.co.uk/key-information/documents-policies/



https://blessedca.co.uk/key-information/documents-policies/

Complaints

We take any concerns or complaints about our SEND provision seriously and aim to resolve them as quickly as
possible. If parents or carers have any concerns about their child’s SEN provision, they should contact the
SENCO, Kate Thomas, in the first instance. If the issue is not resolved, they may make a formal complaint
following the school’s complaints procedure which can be found on the school’s website:

https://blessedca.co.uk/key-information/complaints-procedure/

Links with Other Policies
This policy should be read in conjunction with the following policies:

e Admissions Policy

e Anti-Bullying Policy

e Behaviour Policy

e Equality Policy

e Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy
e Safeguarding Policy

https://blessedca.co.uk/key-information/documents-policies/

Reviewing the Policy

This policy will be reviewed annually.
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