Blessed
Carlo Acutis

Catholic and C of E Academy g )
Headteacher: Miss A Freeman

Ref JH:AF T

10t February 2025

Dear Parent / Guardian,

Welcome to your February half term letter. The year is flying by and the past 6 weeks have been
no exception.

I want to thank you for your support in the changes to our dropping off and picking up
arrangements. A sign will be installed on the outside of the gates as soon as it ready, this will help
to make the timings clear for anyone who has forgotten. This system is not isolated to our school,
but is one used quite widely across the country and is particularly used in Halton schools. As my
letter at Christmas noted, there will be a 10 minute lock in period following the school bell,
therefore, over the holiday period, lockable posts will be installed to ensure that cars cannot drive
across the crossing whilst students are leaving site.

So, although the last term has only been 6 weeks, it has been jam packed with lots of events and
developments. We started the year with closure due to the weather and snow. Not a perfect
start, but students did come back settled so thank you for your support in making that happen.
Following on form that, we have had a trust review with three serving Ofsted inspectors. The
review went well and highlighted the major improvements that have been made. Sone of the
actions that came from that review we have been working on, so your child/ren will be able to
talk you through some of them — for example, the speed of the start of our lessons to get students
working and focused straight away, the consistent approach of all staff on using timers and
movement in the classroom. These are tweaks to our approach, but they are having a huge impact
on the pace of learning already. It also won’t surprise you that the only other area to work on is
attendance. It was recognised that the school is doing everything it reasonably can to improve
attendance, the rest must come from parents. We have improved in this area, but unfortunately,
over the past 3 weeks it has begun to drop again. This really needs the whole community pushing
to ensure every child is in school every day, therefore can | ask upon our return that you ensure
your child is in school every day.

The student leadership team has expanded, with the introduction of reading buddies, Anti-
bullying ambassadors and the student mental health team. Our students are amazing and many
of them are contributing daily to making the school a better place for all. Creating so many student
leadership opportunities is also developing our students to put into action our values and
therefore build resilience and a desire to be great in the future. Please look out for messages form
them on our social media platforms.
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The year 10 dance group have been visiting our feeder primary schools on T:

a weekly basis to coach and choreograph a dance show to be enjoyed by

parents. This has built the confidence of our own dancers as well as build a strong relationship
with the next generation!

Reading as expanded across the whole of the school community. All our students have signed up
for a Halton library card — | encourage you to encourage your child/ren to visit over the holidays.
Reading just 30 minutes a day can drastically improve the reading ability of a child which in turn
can increase the chances of your child in their GCSE examinations. We have also opened a section
of our library to the community to visit and use books on a Friday afternoon. Thirty of our students
have had their work published in the Young writers Book called ‘Mission Chaos’, a great
achievement and well done to all of them who put their work forward for consideration — the
next J K Rowling could be amongst them!

Four year 10 girls took part in the MOND trophy competition at Cronton College. This is a yearly
completion centred around STEM activities. The girls came fourth by 1 point out of 29 teams. A
major achievement which has set the bar high for year 10 next year.

This is all a flavour of some of the activities and achievements that have taken place over the past
half term. It is a pleasure to be able to write about so many great things. Please keep abreast of
our social media on X and Instagram for daily updates.

The next half term will see many more positive events taking place, however, not before year 11
sit their final mock exams in preparation for their GCSEs. We wish them well and encourage them
to revise over the holidays. Following these mocks, year 11 will attend a weekend away at PGL.
Year 8 and 9 will attend a combined geography and history trip, Year 7 will explore chemistry and
we will host our annual dance show.

Please ensure your child returns to school on Monday 24% February at 8.30am, in full uniform
with their school bag and all relevant equipment. This will ensure they start the term in a positive
way, focused and ready to learn.

Thank you for your continued support in our drive for excellence.

Yours faithfully
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