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December 2024 
 
Dear Parent / Guardian, 
 
The festive season is upon us.  It is a time we look back and reflect on what has gone and been 
achieved as well as look forward with renewed hope for the future. 
 
The Autumn term brings much of our charity work, and I am pleased to inform you that we raised 
£200 for Young Minds. In addition, our Chaplaincy team have coordinated 43 shoeboxes for the 
shoebox appeal and hampers for our local foodbank.  This year, we have seen our student 
leadership teams flourish, leading many activities, assemblies and duties around school. We look 
forward to adding to the team in the new year. 
 
Our work with our local primaries has also flourished; 3 joined us for sports competitions, 4 joined 
us to bake for their parents, who were then serenaded by our newly formed choir!  I have visited 
4 primaries myself to see the great work they are doing and to discuss how we can strengthen 
our relationships. The new year sees the return of our dance leaders coaching in primary schools 
– resulting in our yearly dance show!  
 
On the day to day, our students are learning more and enjoying more lessons.  I have watched 
many lessons this year and am proud of the effort all our students are applying to their lessons – 
I hope you will see the results of this when you receive your child’s report.   
 
The key to progress, is attendance.  If your child is not in school, they cannot learn. Attendance 
has improved this year by 2% and those with 100% attendance has increased by 6% - I want to 
thank all parents / guardians who are ensuring your children are in school every day and on time.  
As a reminder, if your child arrives after 9am they are marked absent.  Too many parents are still 
dropping off children after this time.  Supporting your child to be in school is critical for them to 
be successful, I hope a renewed push will be given upon our return. 
 
Along with attendance, I also write in every letter regarding the parking situation at the front of 
the school. As you will be aware, the intention was to move drop off to the back of the school.  
However, this is taking much longer than anticipated.  Therefore, after careful discussions, the 
front car park will remain in place for dropping off and picking up, but with restrictions; the car 
park entrances / exits will be blocked off with bollards.  The school gates will close at 2.55pm and 
no cars will be allowed in after that time.  They will only open again for movement out of the 
carpark at 3.10pm after all student have left the site.  This will mean that you are welcome to pick 
up your child but you will have to wait until 3.10 to leave the car park.   
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Students will return to school on Tuesday 7th January at 8.30am. Please ensure they are in full 
uniform with black shoes and a rucksack.  Standard equipment for all students is a pen, pencil, 
ruler, and a rubber in a see through pencil case.  If you are having difficulty with ensuring your 
child is ready for school, please contact the main office and ask to speak to your child’s head of 
year so that we can support you.  
 
Wish you all a peaceful Christmas and prosperous new year.  
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Miss Freeman 
Headteacher 
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‘Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and shall call His name Immanuel’. 

 

Responsus…Respicio…Perserverantia 


