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Rationale  

 

Intent Implementation Impact 

 
Alignment to 

National 

Curriculum 

The MFL KS3 Curriculum covers the 

aims and subject content for the KS3 
NC for MFL.  The focus on the three 
pillars of languages prioritises the 

learning of linguistic competence, 
grammar and vocabulary.  These 
pillars build on the linguistic 

foundations taught in the KS2 NC for 
MFL.  

 
Pedagogical 

Approaches 

St Chad's whole-school lesson structure 

centres around: I do, We do, You do. 
Lessons have been designed to allow for 
maximum retention, high-quality modelling 

with specific use of success criteria and 
time factored in for independent writing 
practice. It is important that we build the 

writing stamina of students in MFL, for 
this to transfer as a cross-curricular skill.  
We will study phonics at the beginning of 

every lesson and build on this to include 
the necessary vocabulary and grammar 
required for each lesson and unit of work.  

 
Approach to 

Assessment 

KS3 and KS4 classes follow 

a whole-class feedback 
approach. Tests and KMPs 

are marked following 

specific success criteria and 

then fed back using actions 
for pupils to personally 

respond to and act upon.  

 
End Points 

The ambitious MFL curriculum 
allows students to develop their 

knowledge of Spanish, challenging, 
engaging, and exposing them to a 
different culture and way of life 

through their five-year journey to 
GCSE. Ideally, their love of the 
subject should encourage them to 

continue their MFL studies into KS5 
and inspire future aspirations.  

 
Teachers’ 

Expert 

Knowledge 

The KS3 MFL Curriculum has been created 
in alignment with: MFL Pedagogical 

Review (2016), OfSTED Research review of 
MFL (2021) and the new GCSE MFL content 
(2026 first exams). The teaching staff hold 

a degree in the language they are teaching.  
The Head of MFL is a team leader for the 
AQA Speaking GCSE exam and has marked 

the writing component.  She has also 
marked the A Level speaking exam.  She is 
a member of NALA, a Member of the 

Chartered College of Teaching and the 
Association of Language Learning.  Updates 
from Mary Myatt, TeacherHead and other 

online MFL network groups are regularly 
read and acted upon.  

 
Performance 

Data 

QLA is performed to 
address any gaps in 

knowledge and 

interventions put in place. 

 
Sequencing 

KS3 Curriculum is logically 
sequenced and develops learning 
from KS2. We build on knowledge 

learnt from previous topics studied 
in each year group, visiting and re-
visiting phonics within a supportive 

grammatical structure. This will be 
rolled out from September 2023 in 

 
Promoting 

Discussion 

and 

Understanding 

The MFL curriculum uses knowledge of 
phonics to promote good pronunciation.  
25% of the GCSE exam is speaking skills 

and so these are promoted throughout the 
course within lessons.  There are many 
questions and answers learned in the 

course and they challenge the pupils to 
understand themselves and others better.  

 
Pupils’ Work 

Work is well presented in 
exercise books that 
demonstrate a student's pride 

in their work. Classwork shows 
clear progress and 
demonstrates actively 

addressing misconceptions and 
feedback actions.  



 

all KS3 classes and will enable our 
KS4 classes to become more 

confident foreign language learners. 

They promote discussion, especially when 
asking for opinions on a topic.  

 
Addressing Social 

Disadvantage 

Pupils will be lead through a wide 
variety of social norms within the 

context of their language learning 
and they will compare their own 
local and national culture with that 

of the Spanish speaking world.  One 
of the aims of language learning is to 
open up horizons for learners and 

enable them to see themselves as 
global as well as local and national 
citizens.  

 
Knowing More and 

Remembering 

More 

Key Vocabulary Lists and Knowledge 
Organisers are provided in each year group 

for each topic. These are explicitly taught 
and embedded into lessons and used for 
retrieval activities.  Use of online learning 

platforms are used to enable pupils to learn 
more and remember more. Phonics, 
grammar and new vocabulary used in 

differing contexts all strengthen and 
enhance pupils’ knowledge. 

 
Talking to Pupils 

KS3 pupils will be able to 
discuss the phonics, vocabulary 

and grammar they are studying 
and explain where this fits into 
their learning journey which is 

available in the front of their 
books. KS4 pupils will be able 
to articulate strategies and 

approaches that they have 
learned and built from their 
KS3 knowledge and skills. They 

will be able to access the GCSE 
papers for each of the skill 
areas: listening, reading, 

speaking and writing. 

 
Local Context 

Serving a small and disadvantaged 

catchment area, MFL Spanish aims to 
equip children with the necessary 
oracy, reading and writing skills to 

be successful. Opportunities for 
foreign and local visits and reading 
for pleasure are included to enhance 

cultural capital.  

 
Teacher 

Assessment 

Regular vocabulary and grammar tests and 

KMPs are designed throughout all key 
stages to not only assess students on what 
they have been recently studying but also 

cumulatively as they will see in the 
terminal GCES exams. Clear success 
criteria are provided and used when 

completing whole-class marking and 
feedback.  

Links/References 

https://www.marymyatt.com/ 

https://teacherhead.com/ 

https://www.all-languages.org.uk/ 
https://chartered.college/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofsted-

publishes-research-review-on-languages-

education 
https://www.all-languages.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2018/03/TeacherBriefings-1-

MFLPedagogy.pdf 

https://www.nala.org.uk/ 
https://quizlet.com/latest 

https://www.memrise.com/ 

https://www.blooket.com/ 
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