
 

 

History Curriculum rationale 

Intent Implementation Impact 

 

Alignment to National 

Curriculum 

The KS3 history curriculum has been 

created to ensure that the 

requirements of the National 

Curriculum are met. It builds on the 

knowledge, understanding and skills 

students have acquired at KS2.  

Pedagogical Approaches 

The history curriculum is designed to 

fire students’ curiosity and 

imagination. Each year, unit and 

lesson has an enquiry question which 

is used as a framework by teachers to 

shape their lessons. Teachers use 

their knowledge of students to refine 

the bespoke delivery of information 

and tasks to suit the individual needs 

of the learners in their class. 

 

Approach to Assessment 

Pre and post unit quizzes are used to 

check understanding and inform 

teacher planning. Knowledge quizzes 

are conducted at the mid-point in 

units of work. All enquiries are 

assessed through key marked pieces 

using history’s concept descriptors to 

assess students’ mastery of the skill. 

KS4 have end of unit assessments 

marked using exam board mark 

schemes. Students are given the 

opportunity to respond to feedback 

and improve their work using purple 

pen. 

 

End Points 

The history curriculum has been 

designed for students to acquire 

cumulatively sufficient knowledge 

and skills for future learning and 

employment.    
 

Teachers’ Expert 

Knowledge 

All staff have knowledge of the most 

recent academic research in the 

areas covered by our curriculum. Our 

enquiries ask the same questions as 

the leading academic historians in 

their field. The history department’s 

CPD is also shaped by the most recent 

pedagogical research provided by 

membership of the Historical 

Association. 

 

Performance Data 

Performance data is generated at the 

end of KS4 through the GCSE 

examination board, AQA. 

 

At KS3 students are taught history 

chronologically and will learn about 

the key moments in Britain’s past. 

Students will also develop an 

appreciation of the wider global 
 

Tier 3 vocabulary is introduced at the 

start of the lesson and explicitly 

referred to throughout and revisited 

in the future. Teachers actively 

promote discussion through debate 
 

One piece of extended writing per enquiry 

question with a purple pen 

 



St Chad’s English Rationale 

Sequencing perspective by learning about 

international events and cultures 

selected due to their connection to 

Britain’s own story. 

Promoting Discussion and 

Understanding 

of key historical issues and 

controversies.   

Pupils’ Work What does a high quality book look like? 

 

How are exercise books used? Revision? 

How do you know this pupil has learned 

the curriculum? 

 

Addressing Social 

Disadvantage 

The disciplinary knowledge that 

students learn in history are highly 

sought after in a diverse range of 

careers, promoting social mobility. 

Evaluating the reliability of evidence, 

understanding different 

interpretations and communicating 

ideas effectively are just some of the 

transferable skills used in every 

lesson in a history classroom. 

 

Knowing More and 

Remembering More 

Retrieval practice is used in all 

lessons, homework and assessments 

at key stages 3 and 4. Knowledge 

organisers contain the core 

knowledge of each unit and serve as 

a basis for quizzes to test that 

learning has taken place. Substantive 

key concepts are explicitly taught and 

encountered repeatedly as an anchor 

for new knowledge. 

 

Talking to Pupils 

Teacher-student relationships are 

extremely important in addressing 

misconceptions in class and 

assessments through one to one 

feedback. Pupil voice is also taken on 

a half-termly basis to provide 

feedback on the curriculum and 

pedagogical approaches. 

 

Local Context 

Each year contains lessons which 

explicitly promotes the role of the 

local and regional area within the 

context of national and international 

events. 
 

Teacher Assessment 

Pre and post unit quizzes are used to 

support and plan effectively. In 

lesson check for understanding, 

regular low stake quizzes at mid-

point in units of work. Termly 

diagnostic and annually summative 

assessment used. 

Links/References 

http://www.history.org.uk 

 

 


