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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As you are aware, your child begins their GCSE examination schedule on Tuesday 7th April 2024.  These exams are 
the culmination of 5 years of learning at secondary school and are the foundations to the next step in their careers.  
 
So far, your child has been given a copy of their exam table and an individual timetable.  This will change week on 
week, depending on subjects studied and when the final exam in a subject is.  Please ask to see the timetable – blue 
indicates an exam and yellow a revision session.  Most of the changes will be seen following the half term, this is 
when your child will arrive to school and finish at different times.  If there is a blank on a timetable, the library will 
be open for study.   
 
The rules for all examinations are set by JCQ:  https://www.jcq.org.uk/   Any breaking of these rules will result in your 
child being disqualified – this will result in a U grade for that subject.  Please take time to discuss effort and behaviour 
in the exams with your child. No mobile phones or watches are allowed in the exam, water bottles are allowed, but 
with the label removed and any pencil cases must be see through.  Any attempt to communicate, this is through eye 
contact, noises or other means will be deemed as an attempt to cheat.  Pockets must be free from any paper or items 
– all of which should be placed in their bag prior to entering the exam. 
 
All students must arrive in full school uniform in order to sit exams and by 8.30am at the latest.  The library will be 
open from 8am for study and a free breakfast is available. Unlike in the mock exams, students cannot simply arrive 
at any time and sit the exam, there is strict guidance on this and therefore your child must arrive promptly.   If your 
child has not arrived ready for the exam, a team of staff will call you to ensure they are on their way.  If not, another 
team of staff will be picking up students from home – again to ensure every student entered for an exam sits the 
paper and is able to be successful. 
 
If for any reason your child does not sit an examination paper, this will incur a cost to yourself.  An average 
examination paper is £60, in addition to this, any paper missed impacts negatively on your child’s overall GCSE grade.  
During the mocks, some students sat papers on different days and we have been asked by some parents if this can 
be accommodated in the GCSEs.  I need to be very clear that the examination timetable is set by exam boards and 
not ourselves, papers can only be sat at the time stated on your child’s timetable.   
 
A lot of work and effort has gone into this year by staff and students to ensure your child can achieve their very best.  
This will not stop until your child has sat their final examination, therefore please check for further communication 
about half term revision and check the after school revision which will continue.   
 
Above all, at this point, applying 100% effort is all that we ask and will, I am sure, result in success.  Please encourage 
your child to do their best, prepare well and take into consideration the advice above. 
 
If you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with your child’s tutor or head of year. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Miss Freeman  
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