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Dear Parent/Carer,

The Year is moving so fast that it is difficult to keep up with what has been happening. The feast of Easter
is upon us which marks a significant time in our religious calendar year. It also signifies renewed hope and
beginnings. For us at Blessed Carlo Acutis, this does not go un-noticed or celebrated. Easter is a time for
reflection and reinvigorating — | urge all our community to take time at Easter to be together as a family —
whoever makes that family for you.

The past term has seen much work taken place at school, you will have seen scaffolding go up and now
come down — marking the completion of the new roof on the oldest part of the school building. Changing
rooms are complete with new flooring to the main hall, doors will be completed over the Easter break and
the canteen has been rebranded.

Upon returning after the break, we will be looking at providing a prayer room and a wellbeing space for
students. We will then begin to plan works for the summer break when we intend to decorate all
classrooms and complete the installation of blinds in all rooms.

As you will see from the letters | have sent out over the past year, we have completed a lot of work to
improve the school in its efficiency and its environment for the students to be able to learn effectively.

| want to take this opportunity to thank you for your support in coming along on the improvement journey
with us and supporting us when we have raised our expectations. Many of you have listened and worked
with us when we have repeated our expectations of mobile phones, equipment, sanctions, car park,
lateness etc. | could list many other aspects, but suffice to say when we have the support from home, we
make a difference together. However, on the flip side, what is stopping us from making the improvements
at the pace | require is that some of our parents are not supporting us which is making it difficult to bring
about the school we all desire at the pace we all want. So, | ask again, for those that are already on board,
keep supporting us, together we are making a difference, for those that are resistant, please ask yourself:
do you want your child to be successful at school? | know the answer is yes as this is what every parent
wants — to do this, you must support school.

Upon returning in April, we will be having a renewed push on equipment. Equipment includes a black
school bag —in the design of a backpack, inside your child must have the basics of pen, pencil, ruler, rubber
and their planner. If your child arrives to school without these basics, they will be given them to allow
them to learn. However, this is the responsibility of home to ensure that your child is ready to learn, it
sends out a signal that school is important.
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The main area that continues to let the school down and therefore your child is attendance. | write about
the importance of attendance in every letter and yet, this really is where we letting our students down.
There is a direct correlation between negative and attendance and then onto progress and GCSE results. |
have looked at the attendance of the school over a long period of time and it seems that this is an historic
problem. This does not make it right. A high number of students arrive to school late — including being
dropped off by parents. If your child arrives after 8.50am they are marked as absent — school starts at
8.30am. Following the Easter break, we will be picking up the latecomers in our mini bus and many of you
will be receiving phone calls and home visits from 7.30am, just to help encourage students to be up and
out for school in time. We must work together to educate our young people that school is not an option
and by doing that we will make a cultural change across our whole community.

Thank you for your continued support.
Yours Sincerely,

A Freeman
Headteacher

Dates for your Diary

Activity Date
Monday 15t April School Opens at 8.00am for Breakfast
Friday 19t April — 215t April Year 11 PGL weekend
Saturday 27" April Year 11 Art Studio trip
Week Beginning 29t April Assessment week for all years
Monday 6" May School Closed for Bank Holiday
Tuesday 7t May GCSE examinations begin
Friday 24™ May School Closes for Half term
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