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Welcome to Blessed Carlo Acutis Academy. 
It’s a new name for a new journey. This 
prospectus will take you through who we are 
and give you a sense of the family you and 
your child will be joining. 

Our strong Christian ethos gives us a unique 
role within Runcorn’s secondary schools and 
enables us to offer a very special, caring, 
supportive and academically rigorous 
education to all our students. 

The vision at Blessed Carlo Acutis is about 
creating a community that is faith centred 
and supportive to reach our true potential. 
We create opportunities for our young 
people through a curriculum which inspires 
and challenges, along with an enrichment 
programme which develops the whole 
person in the image of God. We do not build 
this vision alone, we are a part of the St 
Joseph Catholic Multi Academy trust which 
is a growing family of Catholic schools 
across Liverpool. 

We strive each day to embed and live out 
our values Responsus, Respicio and 
Perseveranti. Through these values we give 
our young people the tools to be model 

citizens, giving back positively to their 
community. 

We are extremely proud of our journey so 
far. We have recorded improved GCSE 
results for two consecutive years, which are 
the best in eight years. This is a testament to 
the investment of the trust and the staff 
body who have committed themselves to 
every young person who joins us. 
 
We educate the whole child - having an 
emphasis on careers and aspirations. Extra 
Curricular builds on the skills and knowledge 
from lessons, building confidence, belief and 
self-worth. 

It is an honour to lead Blessed Carlo Acutis, 
and I am proud to serve the community 
around us. Our doors are always open, so 
please come and see for yourself what we 
have to offer. 

Together, we can achieve great things. 

Miss A Freeman
Headteacher

Headteacher’s Welcome



Providing a 
caring academic 
learning 
environment 
for young people 
aged 11-16.

A new spirit



Mission & Values

Our values have been created by our student chaplaincy 
team in conjunction with staff. Our mission is to build a 
Christian community that inspires and opens 
opportunities for the next generation to become the 
best versions of themselves in the image of God. 

Our school values are:

Responsus 
Respicio 
Perserverantia
We strive to live by these values in everything we do and 
say. They truly are at the heart of all we do. We believe 
our values make us unique and allow for openness, 
which brings a calmness to our school community.

Our mission is a celebration of who we are as Christians. 
It provides us an opportunity for prayer and reflection.

'Go and make disciples of all 
nations'
Matthew 28



Inclusion & Support

At Blessed Carlo Acutis, we believe in providing a holistic 
education: meeting the needs of the whole child in line with 
our Christian Values. 

Inclusion at Blessed Carol Acutis works on many levels and 
starts the moment your child arrives at school. Our team of 
staff greet students each morning, checking for the quality of 
uniform and equipment. This allows our Heads of year to 
make sure every student arrives at lesson 1 prepared to learn. 
 
Form tutors are the best point of contact for all pastoral care. 
They will spend 20 minutes each morning with your child, 
therefore is able to form a trusting relationship. Our pastoral 
team are there to support our students, if and when, they 
need some extra care and intervention. This may be for long 
periods of time or for a set amount of time during events in life 
that require extra support. 

In addition to this, our SEN team offer more bespoke 
intervention for those with a specific learning need. This may 
be 1:1, small groups or in class. 

Ultimately, no matter what our team are here to get the best 
out of every child. 
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Our students take full advantage of what 
we have to offer: lunch times have an 
array of clubs with 25 different activities 
to choose from. These range from Irish 
dancing to Chess to Lego – there really is 
something for everyone. Students benefit 
from new outdoors equipment like table 
tennis and futsal. After school, the 
opportunities continue with clubs like 
Warhammer and the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award. 

Trips take place yearly to a range of 
countries linked to a range of subjects. PE 
run a bi-yearly trip skiing to different 
countries each time, Geography take 
advantage of our own beautiful 
landscape and science explore the 
range of museums we have to offer. 

As part of our dedication to our values, 
retreats take place in Key Stage 3 to 
build on our Christian values and respect 
for one another which develops the 
family and teamwork amongst us and 
helps to make our school great. 

Faith and 
Religious 
Education



 

'For when two or three 
are gathered in my 
name, I am among them'
Matthew 18:20

As a Christian school, our faith is important 
to us; faith is about inclusivity and that is 
what we celebrate.

Our chaplaincy team comprises of students 
from all year groups and is led by Year 11. 
They play an active role in our “putting faith 
into action”. The team build on the school's 
mission by leading events, modelling their 
spirituality and celebrating their faith in 
prayer during form time, reading at mass 
and being involved in liturgies.

Our curriculum for Religious Education is a 
little different from most schools – adding to 
our unique nature. We draw on the Catholic 

and Anglican Schemes of Learning - 
allowing for all our students to challenge 
their thinking. It allows for enquiry, 
discussions and their own consciousness to 
be explored whilst studying world faiths. 
Religious Education is about the whole child 
and how they grow to be enriched, tolerant 
and knowledgeable about their own faith 
and others. The challenge within the 
curriculum explores not only the scriptures 
but also ethical and moral issues which 
impact on a modern society. All decisions 
we make places ‘Christ at the centre’ – 
ultimately are we doing right by our 
students? Are we treating them as we want 
to be treated? These questions we ask of all 
our community and what we strive for.

We have developed our expectations with 
openness, transparency and compassion, 
which comes from our own faith in action. 
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Ambitious Curriculum

Here at Blessed Carlo Acutis we offer all our students a 
wide, varied and ambitious curriculum. Our curriculum 
goes beyond the classroom and beyond government 
requirements. We do this to ready our students for life 
beyond Year 11.

English, Maths, Science and Geography benefit from a 
strong relationship with ARK and deliver a shared 
curriculum. All our subjects deliver a well-sequenced 
curriculum with clear structures; this is enhanced with a 
further strong relationship with the Ambition Institute who 
we collaborate with to deliver our professional 
development for staff. The links that we have established, 
again, make us unique. It allows us to deliver a challenging 
and forward thinking curriculum for the future.

Beyond the classroom, our students have the opportunity 
to partake in residential activities, which build character, 
resilience and friendships, creating success in the 
classroom.

All our Year 7 pupils have the opportunity to experience 
and take part in music tuition, a promise we give to our 
students because it is the right thing do.

“But you, take courage! Do not let your hands be weak, for 
your work shall be rewarded.” 
2 Chronicles 15:7



Reading 

Our main aim as a school and as a Trust is to 
create a school of readers. It is well known that 
students who “read books often at age 10 and 
more than once a week at age 16 gain higher 
results in maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at 
age 16 than those who read less regularly”. 
Research also shows those that “read for pleasure 
have higher levels of self-esteem and a greater 
ability to cope with difficult situations. Reading for 
pleasure was also associated with better sleeping 
patterns”.

At Blessed Carlo Acutis, we want all our students to 
want to read and choose to read, NOT read 
because they have to.

Reading 30 minutes a day can improve a 
student’s life chances and grades. That is why we 
have invested in a new dedicated library and 
commit to giving every student at least one book 
per year. One of our Trust priorities is Every Child a 
Reader; this helps us to keep reading at the 
forefront of our work as well as invest in reading 
programmes, train staff and give dedicated time 
to help students catch up if they require it. We are 
proud of the importance we put on reading.
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Careers

At Blessed Carlo Acutis, we believe that every student 
should be given the opportunity to fulfil their potential. We 
do this through our career programme. We have 
developed a dedicated career base, which gives access to 
apprenticeship programmes as well as literature from 
colleges, sixth form and universities. 

We have an impartial career advisor on site 1 day per week, 
who ensures that every student receives a careers 
interview. Our advisor is an employee of Career Connect, 
which gives us access to a wealth of resources and 
impartial advice.

Our links with local colleges and universities is strong; all 
key stage 3 students will visit a college and all Key Stage 4 
student will visit a university. Whatever our students go on 
to do, whoever's footsteps they follow, our aim is that every 
one of our students walks their own path and is successful 
and happy on it. 

We track our provision using Gatsby benchmarks, ensuring 
we continuously drive to improve. Students are able to 
track their own career journey through Unifrog.



At the Heart of 
the Community

We maintain a close relationship with local 
primary schools and our local parishes, 
opening up our facilities for everyone in the 
community to enjoy.

Our students get involved in supporting each 
other through mentoring and leadership 
schemes, and are active in the local 
community. As a school, Blessed Carlo Acutis 
is committed to charity fundraising, raising 
thousands of pounds for charities such as 
CAFOD, Halton Haven Hospice, Macmillan 
Cancer Support, Children in Need and Asylum 
Link Merseyside. 

The different student leadership teams 
collaborate closely to develop programmes 
to bring together our community events like 
summer fairs, litter picking, Christmas 
celebrations and reading at mass- along with 
actively working in local allotments!
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Fantastic Facilities

We are proud of the range and quality of the facilities we 
enjoy at Blessed Carlo Acutis, which support the broad and 
balanced curriculum enjoyed by our students. These include:

A Science block with 
state-of-the-art labs

A Sports England -standard 
sports hall with a climbing wall 

and a fitness suite

Superb library 
facilities

Well equipped 
IT rooms

Our school chapel

A large assembly hall, music 
and performing arts area

Music practice rooms and 
music recording facilities.



School Day

The school day begins with a line up at 8.30am. The 
message to line is announced at 8.25am. After 
8.30am students are officially late. Form time covers 
many topics such as: literacy, numeracy, worship, 
assemblies, news discussions and more. 

Lunch runs for 50 minutes as this is where the bulk of 
our extra-curricular activities take place. Students 
can enjoy lunch time in a calm canteen then spend 
time engaging in an activity that they wouldn’t 
usually take part in. Some activities are also available 
after school finishes. Year 11 also benefit from a 
programme of revision between 3pm and 4pm.

8.30 – 8.50

Time

8.50 – 9.50

9.50 – 10.50

10.50 – 11.10

11.10 – 12.10

12.10 – 1.10

1.10 – 2.00

2.00 – 3.00

Form Time Programme

Activity

Period 1

Period 2

Break

Period 3

Period 4

Lunch

Period 5

A new spirit



St Joseph Catholic Multi 
Academy Trust

St Joseph Catholic Multi Academy Trust 
was established in 2021 by the 
Department for Education and 
developed in partnership with the 
Catholic Education Service, the 
Archdiocese of Liverpool, the Diocese of 
Shrewsbury and the Diocese of Chester.

The Trust is currently a family of seven 
primary and secondary schools across 
the North West of England that share 
the same strong Christian values. St 
Joseph Catholic MAT is highly 
ambitious for all children and young 
people and has developed an 
evidence-informed improvement 
strategy to support its academies to 
continuously improve. As a Trust, we 
strive to improve life chances for 
children in our communities, and we 
collaborate closely to achieve 
this mission.
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A member of

Email: admin@blessedca.sjcmat.co.uk
Tel: 01928 564106
www.blessedca.co.uk
 
       @BlessedCarloA


